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F i r s t  U n i t e d  

M e t h o d i s t  

C h u r c h  

M c K i n n e y ,  T X  

First UMC 

  in the Holy Land 

J o i n  U s  

on a Christian pilgrimage with friends, 
following in the steps of Jesus!  
 
$3,955.00 estimated cost 
from Dallas, TX, with optional 
3-day extension to Jordan, $940 
 
For details and contact info, visit 
FUMCintheHolyLand.org  
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F i r st  U M C  in  t he  H o ly  la n d  
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A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  O u r  L e a d e r s  

Hi, my name is Tina Ripperger, and I am the group coordinator for 

this pilgrimage to the Holy Land. I have had the opportunity to travel 

four times with Select International Tours and have been so moved 

that I want to continue to share this experience with others. Join us in 

January as we follow in the path of Jesus.  

F r o m  O u r  G r o u p  L e a d e r  

F r o m  O u r  P a s t o r  

My name is Tommy Brumett, and I have the privilege of traveling 

with First UMC in the Holy Land in January 2020. Along with our 

outstanding group leader Tina and our excellent, capable tour guide 

George, we are looking forward to joining with a new group of friends 

on a life-changing journey next year. We will have the opportunity to 

prepare together, to travel and learn together, to worship and grow in 

faith together, and to gain a perspective on the Bible that only comes 

from being there. Please join us in 2020 for a most unique, rich, and 

fulfilling experience of discipleship! 
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Not included: 

Personal expenses, medical insurance, trip insurance, lunches, beverages, additional tips for tour guide and bus 
driver, excess baggage fees, donations to churches, tour company’s document shipping fee ($15/per person)  

$ 3 , 9 5 5 . 0 0  p e r  p e r s o n  f r o m  D a l l a s  

 J o r d a n  E x t e n s i o n :  $ 9 4 0  

Your comprehensive fare includes: 

 Round trip airfare from DFW to Tel Aviv  

 First class hotel accommodations 

 Porterage for one suitcase per person at all hotels  

 Christian, English-speaking tour guide 

 Daily hot breakfast and dinner buffets  

 One lunch of St. Peter’s fish when we visit the Sea of Galilee  

 Farewell dinner on the last night at a local restaurant 

 “Sharing the Bread” dinner in homes of Bethlehem Christian families  

 Private, air-conditioned bus 

 All entrance and sightseeing fees 

 Whisper sets 

 Gratuities 

I t i n e r a r y  S u m m a r y  

Day 1, Jan. 20: Depart 

Depart Dallas on an overnight flight to Tel Aviv. 

Day 2, Jan 21: Arrive in Israel 

Upon arrival in Tel Aviv, we will be met by George, our Christian, English-speaking guide, 
and transferred to check into our hotel in Tel Aviv. 

Day 4, Jan 23: Sea of Galilee, Ginossar, Capernaum, Mt. of Beatitudes, Tabgha 

We begin with a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee, docking at Ginossar to see a boat that dates from Jesus’ time. 
We continue to Capernaum and then to the peaceful Mount of Beatitudes. After lunch of St. Peter’s fish, on to 
Tabgha, traditionally associated with Jesus’ multiplication of the loaves and fish. Overnight in Tiberias. 

Day 5, Jan 24: Nazareth, Cana, Dan, Caesarea Philippi, Upper Jordan River  

Today we visit Nazareth, including Mount Precipice and the Churches of the Annunciation, 
then the town of Cana. We’ll go north from there to the nature preserve and archaeological 
site of Tel Dan, and the fascinating nearby site of Caesarea Philippi. Dinner and overnight at 
our hotel in Tiberias. 

Day 3, Jan 22: Caesarea Maritima, Mt. Carmel, Jezreel Valley, Mt. Arbel  

We start the day on the coast at the spectacular site of Caesarea Maritima, then we’ll make 
our way north up to and over Mt. Carmel. We will cross the Jezreel Valley and go up to 
Mt. Arbel overlooking the Sea of Galilee. Dinner and overnight will be at our hotel in 
Tiberias, right on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
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Day 9, Jan 28: Temple Mount, Western Wall, Mount of Olives, Mount Zion  

The morning includes visits to the Temple Mount, St. Anne’s Church, the Pool of Bethesda, and the 
Western (Wailing) Wall. We’ll drive to the top of the Mount of Olives and walk the “Palm Sunday 
Road” to the Garden of Gethsemane, then around to Mt. Zion. Today will include a tour of the Old 
City’s Jewish Quarter and the Southern Wall excavations.  

Day 6, Jan 25: Jordan River, Jericho, Dead Sea 

We leave Galilee traveling south through the Jordan River Valley. We’ll stop to visit the 
place of Jesus’ baptism, then the ancient site of Old Testament Jericho. We continue south 
to the Dead Sea to enjoy some leisure time, including a swim in the mineral-rich waters. 
Dinner and overnight at our hotel on the Dead Sea coast. 

Day 7, Jan 26: Masada, En Gedi, Wadi Qelt, Jerusalem 

We visit the mountain fortress of Masada, then the green oasis of En Gedi associated with King David. On our 
way to Jerusalem, we will see the fifth-century St. George’s Monastery built into the cliffs of Wadi Qelt and 
enjoy a “Genesis welcome” on Mount Scopus as we come into the Holy City. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. 

Day 10, Jan 29: Via Dolorosa, Holy Sepulchre, Dead Sea Scrolls, Garden Tomb  

We are reminded of Jesus’ suffering on our early morning walk along the Via Dolorosa, ending 
at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. We then visit the recently discovered Pool of Siloam and 
continue to the Israel Museum to see a model of first-century Jerusalem and the Shrine of the 

Book, the permanent home of the Dead Sea Scrolls. We end the day at the Garden Tomb, to reflect on Jesus’ 
resurrection and to celebrate Holy Communion together. Farewell dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.

Day 11, Jan 30: Tel Aviv or Madaba and Mt. Nebo (Jordan)  

Those not continuing to Jordan will transfer to Tel Aviv in the morning for the flight home. The Jordan 
extension will depart Jerusalem and cross the Jordan River at the Allenby Bridge. We will visit Madaba and 
continue to Mt. Nebo, from where Moses viewed the Promised Land. Dinner and overnight will be in Petra. 

Day 14, Feb 2: Arrive in Dallas  

Day 8, Jan 27: Bethlehem 

Today we visit the Church of the Nativity and Shepherd’s Field in Bethlehem, and we’ll be able to do some 
shopping. In the evening, we will enjoy a “Sharing the Bread” meal in the homes of local Christian families before 
we return to Jerusalem for the night. 

Day 12, Jan 31: Petra 

Today we visit the stunning ancient Edomite and Nabatean capital of Petra, called “the 
rose-red city half as old as time.” We’ll return to our Petra hotel for the night. 

Day 13, Feb 1: Jerash, Joppa 

In the morning we tour the ancient ruins of Jerash, cross the Allenby Bridge, and head for the Mediterranean 
coast to Joppa. After a special dinner, we will transfer to the airport in Tel Aviv for our flight home. 
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O u r  L e a d e r s  

T i n a  R i p p e r g e r  

Tina Ripperger is a member 

of McKinney’s First United 

Methodist Church and is our 

trip coordinator. She has 

organized three previous 

journeys to the Holy Land for 

the church, in addition to a land-and-sea trip to Greece 

and Turkey. 

Tina loves to travel, most recently to soccer-related 

destinations with her two daughters in the U.S. and 

Europe. Tina joined her husband in real estate in 2009. 

They have been members of First UMC since 1999.  

G e o r g e  S t e p h a n  

Our tour guide while we are in 

the Holy Land is Jerusalem 

native George Stephan. He has 

been a licensed Israeli tour guide 

for 17 years and led our groups 

in 2012, 2013, and 2014. We 

are delighted that our request to work with him again 

was successful. He has studied history, theology, and 

archaeology at the graduate level in Israel, and has been 

a guest professor at universities in Jerusalem. 

George plays basketball and coaches children’s teams in 

his spare time, works at an artisan co-op in Bethlehem, 

and volunteers his vast knowledge of history and the 

land in educational settings for children. 

T o m m y  B r u m e t t  

Dr. Tommy Brumett is Senior Pastor of First United Methodist Church in McKinney, TX. 

He served First UMC in Decatur from 2002-2008, and has served First UMC in McKinney since 

2008, where the church has been identified as one of the fastest-growing large United Methodist 

churches in the U.S. He has been preaching in United Methodist congregations for 30 years. 

Tommy holds degrees from Southwestern University and Southern Methodist University. He is 

married to Eve, and they have two children, Caitlin and Josh, and a granddaughter, Mary Olivia. 

O u r  W e b s i t e  

Take advantage of our website that supports this experience with travel information, educational resources, photos from 

our journeys, and a blog to help us prepare for the trip. It’s easy to find: FUMCintheHolyLand.org 

 

You will find all the details you need, including how to register, how to contact us, FAQs, key deadline dates, and a lot 

more. The site is our primary information hub for the trip, so we encourage you to become familiar with it, use it, and 

let us know what question you have. Enjoy! 

 

For more information about First United Methodist Church, see our main church website, sharingtheheart.org 



7 

This form (also downloadable by itself from FUMCintheHolyLand.org) should accompany your deposit check, a copy of your passport photo page, 
and a separate check for travel insurance if you elect to purchase. Send to: Select International Tours, 85 Park Ave., Flemington, NJ 08822,  

Attn: Rebecca Stoker. Complete instructions are on the “How to Register” page of the trip website. 



F i r s t  U M C  i n  t h e  H o l y  l a n d  

J a n u a r y  2 0  -  3 0 ,  2 0 2 0  

Connect with us at 
F i r s t  U M C  

i n  t h e  H o l y  L a n d  

January 20–30, 2020 

$3,955.00 per person 
from Dallas, TX, 

with optional 3-day  
extension to Jordan, $940 

FUMCintheHolyLand.org 

Dear traveler, 

McKinney’s First United Methodist Church invites you to join us on an unforgettable 

journey—a pilgrimage to the Holy Land that will enrich your life and faith. In 

January 2020, we will set out to learn about and to experience the land, and to grow 

as we tour, read the Bible, pray, worship, and enjoy Christian fellowship together. Let 

this brochure begin to inform you, then visit us at FUMCintheHolyLand.org for 

many more details, resources, and contact information. 

           Shalom (peace)! 


